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A CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP

Bible Texts: 

Matt. 11:28-30; 

4:19; 28:19-20; 

Luke 9:25,26

Introduction: 

- What is 

- Goals of  

discipleship
Chinedum Isiguzo



Discipleship

Is the process of  transformation a 

convert undergoes as he is being

conformed to the image of  His Master, 

the Lord Jesus Christ regardless of  the 

suffering it could cost 

(Luke 6:40; Rom 8:29)

..like Him 

in both 

character 

and 

conduct



Discipleship 
is the life long 

process of  

learning and 

following the 

Teacher to 

making disciples 

be like the 

Master & to 

serve His 

purpose 



A CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP

The differences- Matt 

11:18-20 

Is of threefold nature:



ii. Is a call to 

learn and follow  
Matt 11: 29; 1 Pet 2:21

iii. Is a call to serve: 

to make disciples
…purpose of being with Him and to 

become fishers of men 
(Matt. 4:19; 28:19). 

i. Is a call to personal intimate 

relationship: an outworking of that 

restored fellowship- Mat 11: 28;Mk 3:14      



Matt 11:29   ‘…take my yoke upon 

you and learn of me…’ 

Yoke is for animals of same nature



❑ Natures of Yoke

1. Animals of 

same nature 

2. Companionship 

3. Service 



Goals of  Discipleship: Call to follow 

in life & service (Matt. 11:18-20; 28:18-20)

1) To have rest (salvation) from Satan/sin (Matt 
11:28)

2) To be fully trained to be like the Master (Luke 
6:40; Matt 11:29)

3) To take the master’s yoke & burden (Matt 
11:30)

4) To conform to Christ’s likeness (Rom. 8:28,29)

5) To produced matured ministers of  Christ (Eph. 
4:11-13)

6) Chosen to be ‘fishers of  men’ of  ALL nations 
(Matt. 4:19; 28:19,20 Mark 1:17,18).



1. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
DISCIPLES AND MULTITUDES 

Raising disciples who will walk like Jesus Christ 

was one of  the reasons Christ came to the earth. 

He lived and was tempted like us, yet without sin 

(Heb 4:15) in order to show humanity how God 

wants His children to live. 

A disciple is a learner and a follower of  the Lord

Jesus.  There are many that say that they follow 

Jesus Christ, but Jesus does not recognise them 

(Matt 7:21-23). 

How do we know the true disciples from the

crowd/multitudes? (Read John 6:48-69 v26).



• Genuine salvation: John 3:16,17; 1 John 
3:6,9.

• Being a ‘professing Christian’ is not what 
following Christ Jesus is because Jesus 
condemns/rejects that from these: 

(a)A man who buried his talent (Matt. 25:30),

(b) Five foolish ladies waiting for the 
bridegroom (Matt. 25:11-12), and 

(c) People who failed to do good (Matt. 
25:41-46).

• Multitudes follow Jesus Christ for Bread, 
prosperity, rich/wealth, good life, etc. 
Focusing on earthly blessings.



What characterized this                  
CALL and life?

❑ It is an intimate love relationship  (Mk 3:14; Mat 11:28)

❑ Continuous association  involving falling, rebuke, 
correction, joy, etc (Rom 8:28).

❑ It is unique to individual, so no comparing (2 Cor 10:12)

❑ With one Master who is LORD- (Lk 14:26;Matt 10:37)

❑ Word of  God: Building his life on the Master’s word 
(Matt 7:24-27)

❑ A Crucified life (dying to SELF)                                       
(Lk 9:23; 2 Cor 5:14-17)

❑ A life of following the Master’s examples

(1 Pet 2:21-23)

❑ Obedience & Humility: Master’s decision is final 
(John 8:31,32; Phil. 2:5-8)



2. JESUS’ Demands...

Text: Luke 14:25- 35

True Christianity 

and discipleship is 

an all-out 

commitment to the 

Lord Jesus. So, He 

makes demands on 

those who would be 

His disciples-

2 Cor 5:15. 



Discipleship….an all-out commitment…

GO and Make 

LEARN

COME

Matt. 4:19; 11:28; 28:18-20



A. SUPREME LOVE FOR CHRIST

Lk 14:26, Matt.10: 37; Deut 6:5 

This is a must to the would be 
disciple, “….CAN NOT BE……”

i. Before anyone else, including 
members of  our own family - Matt 
10:34-37

ii. Even before one's own self.  

Self-love is one of  the most stubborn 
hindrances to discipleship, more 
than our love to our people.    



Who occupy the first place in 

your heart/life?

❑Satan

❑ World

❑ Self

❑ LORD Jesus



❑ What is ‘SELF’?

❑ What is ‘deny’?

Other names-
Rom. 6:6 : old self, old being,
evil desires, etc.
Gal 5:24 : flesh, human nature, 
natural desire
Eph 4:22, Rom. 7:18, Col. 3:5,9, 
1Cor. 2:17
Sinful or former nature, old man, 
I, me, my flesh, etc.

Gal. 2:20 – ‘I’ has changed to 
Christ…… I became C

B. A DENIAL OF SELF

Lk 14:27;9:23; 

Matt.16:24; 

Rom. 8: 4-8; 
Gal. 5:17



- What is the ‘self’ to deny? 

- A natural life with the tendency to 

control and rule, inherited by birth 

which must go by death….

- Deny: Disclaim, renounce, refuse, or do 

away with.

• To answer in the negative -Lk.22:56,57

- Man's greatest enemy is 'Self’

- Mr ‘Self’ must be given up, disowned, 

disregarded

• Rom 8:8



Denial of Self

Means-

complete submission to the 
LORDSHIP of Jesus Christ, so 
that self has no rights or 
authority at all 

Implication of denying of self = 
the LORDSHIP of JESUS    



Who occupy the first place in 

your heart/life? LORDSHIP

❑Satan

❑ World/society

❑ Self

❑ LORD Jesus

1 John 2:15,16-

To do; To have; 

To be



C. Deliberate carrying of the 

CROSS
Lk.14:27;9:23;Matt16:24

What is CROSS?



Deliberate carrying of  the cross -

What is the CROSS?

The cross symbolises the 

shame, persecution and 

abuse which the world will 

heap on all who choose to 

stand against the tide 

(worldly system). 

Take note, It is YOUR CROSS

The cross is a pathway that is deliberately 

chosen - to the world it is a thing of  dishonour 

and reproach         (Phil.2:7 - 'nothing‘; 2 Tim 3:12).



D. Following Jesus closely -

Walking in His steps- 1 Pet 2:21

Luke 9:23; 

Matt.16:24; 
1 Pet.2:21-23



D. Forsaking all (life of 
sacrifice)

Jesus must be KING and 

LORD of  our lives, so that 

nothing should take 

precedent over Him and 

His will for us.

Luke 14:33; 

18:22; 

Matt.19:27-

29; 6:19-21

❑This condition is 

for all would-be 
disciples .



Meaning –

- An abandonment of  all one’s material 

possessions that are not absolutely 

essential and that could not be used for 

the spreading of  the gospel.

- Handling over possessions ownership to 

the Lord Jesus!!

- The passion of  the disciple is to please 

and advance the interest of  His Master,

God.  



e. FERVENT LOVE FOR THE BRETHREN: 
Jn13: 34,35; Phil. 2: 3; 1Cor.13:4-7 

Not LUST

More than 

LIKE
Rom 12:9; 

1 Jn 3:16-18

▪Our love to our Christian 
brethren determines our 
place in Christ’s disciple’s 
wagon. Without this love we 
cannot call ourselves Christ’s 
disciples. 
▪Without this love, 
discipleship will be cold- Jn. 
15:12, 13; Eph. 5:2. 
▪To be Christ’s disciples            
1 Cor 13 should be real in our 
lives.



3.  PERSONAL DISCIPLESHIP IN THE 
CHRISTIAN WALK AND WORK

a) Intimacy with God- Phil 3:7-14 (Growing 
in personal intimacy)

b) Spirit- controlled life: fruit & gifts of  the 
Holy Spirit- Rom 6-8; Gal 5:16-18;1 Cor
12

c) Living as Salt & light of  the world: Agent 
of  Transformation- Matt 5:13-16

d) Witness & Ambassador of  Christ - Act 
1:8; 1 Cor 5:17-20

e) Disciple Maker – Matt 4:19,20; 28: 19-20



4. THE IMPLICATION OF 'DENYING 

SELF' – Luke 9:233; Gen 3:5-7; 1 John 

2:15,16

a) Only one Master: Lordship of  Christ-

2 Cor 5:13-15; 2 Tim 2: 4

b) Crucified life: Identifying with Crucified 

Christ–Persecution, suffering, shame, 

etc (Rom 12:1-3; 8:29) 

c) Following Jesus- 1 Pet 2:21-23; Col 3:1,2 

d) Absolute surrender: Living to please 

God- John 20:15-17; Acts 20:24



…Not about activities and 

talks, but LIFE



5. THE CROSS IN THE LIFE OF A 
BELIEVER – Gal 2:20

• Our problem- Self- life : Rom 7:13 -25

• Our Remedy – Gal 2:20; 6;14,15; John 8:31

• Result: Christ-controlled life- Phil 2: 5-8; 1 

Cor 2:2-5; 1 John 2:15-17.



CONCLUSION
i. THERE ARE "PRESENT 

BLESSINGS"...
1. Jesus offers a PEACE 

the world cannot give to 

calm the troubled heart - Jn

14:27

2. His words inspire JOY 

to lift our spirits out of  any 

depression - Jn 15:11

3. He also offers ABIDING 

LOVE OF GOD, which can 

cast out fear - Jn 15:9; 1Jn 

4:18

4. He makes us to be 

members of  THE FAMILY OF 

GOD- Mk 10:28-30



b. THERE IS THE PROMISE OF 

"FUTURE BLESSINGS"...

i. Shall be saved 

from the wrath of  

God - Rom 5:9

ii. We look forward 

with joyful 

anticipation of  

eternity with God, 

free from sorrow, 

pain and death –

Rev. 21:1-8



At the end of everything...


