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The Great Commission 
 

1.  God’s MISSION CHALLENGE to Mankind  

 
Before the fall 

     
Acts 1:8 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

 

But what are the ends of the earth? 

The ends of the earth are those places that are far from where you are and who you are… 

This are places that have people that are different from us that God still expects us to be 
his witness to. They may speak a different language; have a different culture to us or even 
a different skin colour. The process of reaching (witnessing) this people is missions. 

These are the people that we now refer to as nations…  

 

  Why should we look into this? 

Matt 24:14 
And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 

nations, and then the end will come. 

 

Gen 1:27-28 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 

created them. God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth 

and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature 

that moves on the ground." 

 

Image-  refers to the being/ mould. So God created a creature that had His image: it could 

think & make choices (will), it had imagination, aspirations (desires), it could create, 

etc. 

Likeness- refers to character, what you choose to do with your image. God created a creature 

that had his likeness: God is pure, holy and righteous; before the fall Man was like 

God in this way. 

 

God’s mission in the beginning was to create a creature in His image & likeness that would: 
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1. Be fruitful-  the ability to soak in nutrients and produce from them seed baring fruit in your 

image and likeness  

2. Increase in number- Reproduce the human species  

3. Fill the earth and subdue it- this talks about spreading out the human population across the 

earth and bring it under our control. 

4. Rule over creation- Be creation’s master. 

 

After the Fall 

 

Gen 3:14-15 

"Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you 

will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 

between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." 

     
Heb 2:14-15 

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his 
death he might destroy him who holds the power of death — that is, the devil— and free 

those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 

After the fall Gods mission was to redeem mankind back to Himself through the Son.  

 

     
Gen 11:1-9 

Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. As men moved eastward, 
they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 

They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used 
brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a 

city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for 
ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth." 

But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. The 
LORD said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then 
nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. Come, let us go down and confuse 

their language so they will not understand each other." 

So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the 
city. That is why it was called Babel — because there the LORD confused the language of 
the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 

 

Remember the mission that God had in mind when making mankind - to create a creator 
that was both in His image and likeness. And that one of the commands to mankind was to 
be fruitful. But now that they were in a fallen state, their fruit was not after Gods likeness 
as He had intended, but of a self/human centred likeness originating from the sin-nature 
within them.  They know wanted to build a name for themselves as they once tried to do in 
the Garden of Eden which made them fall from grace (Gen3: 5-6)*.  
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Another command was to fill the earth and subdue it, but instead they wanted now to 
congregate in one location/city in disobedience to God’s command. And so God had to 
scatter them himself. (Acts8: 1-3)* is another great example were God had to intervene 
and scatter His people in order to prevent them from disobeying His command of filling 
the earth and subduing it for His names sake (Acts1: 8)*        

God keep mankind from committing another great ‘Act’ of disobedience by creating a 
variety of languages. And by scattering them, God created a platform for people to 
create different cultures determined by what they make of their environment, which He 
had originally intended to glorify His Name.   

 

2.  God’s MISSION CHALLENGE to Mankind today 

    
Over 7000 000 000 people & ±16 469 people groups Today! 

 
What is God’s Goal? 

Rev 15:4 
Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All 
nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed." 

 
 

• About 66.62% 5 Billion people do not follow the Christian Faith in any way 

• About 6,872 out of the 16,595 tribes (41.4% of all tribes), that is 3 Billion people 
(41,5%) have never heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ! 

• 5,906 of this tribes, that is 2,8 Billion people live in the 10/40 Window. 
 
     
GOD’S MANDATE TO HIMS AGENTS 

 
     

Gen 12:2-3 
"I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and 

you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 

 
Matt 28:18-20 

"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age." 

 
Why should we go? 

     
Rom 10:14-15 

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in 
the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone  
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preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" 

 

    The Example to follow: 

Acts 13:1-3 
In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon 
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod 
the tetrarch) and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the 
Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 
have called them."  So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their 

hands on them and sent them off. 
 

Please write down your thoughts on what you have learnt below. And pay 

specific attention to what you feel that God would want you to do: 


